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Roots of | nfornnal
Lear ni ng

OModel for 1 nformal Kkinds of
| ear ni ng energed from wor Kk
t hat exam ned practices In
communi ti1 es where school I ng
has not been preval ent
(Geenfield & Lave, 1982;
Rogoff, 2003; Scribner &
Col e; 1973).



VWat did we | earn?

Olnformal learning i s organi zed in

communities i n ways that have worked for
nany gener ati ons

OThe social organization of iIinformal | earning
IS continuous wth experiences encountered
I n everyday life

Oln contrast to solo or discovery | earning,
the social organization of |learning Is often
t hrough Iintent community participation, wth
children and youth integrated into the
communi ties activities (Rogoff, Paradi se,
Mej 1 a- Arauz, Correa-Chavez, & Angelill o,
2003) .

OLearning i1s a shared endeavor, wth
assi stance readily avail abl e



| nf ormal Lear ni ng

OKnow edge and skills have a highly
nosi ti1ve soci al val ue

OlLearning i1s highly relational and is
oound up with the persons in the
t eachi ng rol es

OlLearning Is tied to person- and
communi ty-ori ented val ues

Olearning Is tied to practices that are
historically and | ocally situated



Thus: Features of robust
| ear ni ng environnent s

OThe division of |abor 1s coll ective and
di stri but ed

OLearning Is energent, contingent, and
| ndet erm nat e

OShared practice Is the object of activity
OThe focus Is on | earning and not teaching

OThe participation structures are flexible
and fluid

OHybrid | anguage practices all ow students
to use thetr full: I1nguistic toelkit

OThe social organization of |earning does
not replicate school -based structures



A Conundrunm What to do
about Cul ture?

Olt I1s inportant to understand what Is
cul tural about a student’s | earning.

OMve beyond cul tural |earning styles

OChallenge I1s to avoid treating
cultural differences as traits of
| ndi vidual s or cultural groups

OFocus should be on understanding the
relation of i1ndividual |earning and
the practices of cultural communities
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Under st andi ng both regularity
and variance 1 n cultural
communi ti es

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor
are needed to see this picture.



Repertolres of
Practi ce

OWays of engaging in activities
stenmng fromparticipation in a
range of cultural practices

ORequires a focus on people’s history
of engagenent in practices of the
cultural community

OCul tural differences, fromthis
perspective, are attributed to
variation i n people’ s iInvolvenent In
commopn practices of particul ar
cultural communiti es.



Ref ram ng Sci ence
Lear ni ng

OExpand our understandi ng of | earning
to i nclude vertical and hori zont al
forns of | earning

OFocus on what takes hold as youth
nbve across everyday settings and
practices

OMowve beyond di chot om zi ng
none/ school , formal/ non-f or nal

OFocus on novenent and fl ow of
earners across practices




| nformal as a
Starting Poi nt

OUCLA Migrant Student Institute
O Teacher preparation

O New transnational research



Movi ng from ever yday
to Scientific Concepts

OMwvi ng everyday life to
school / enbeddi ng scientific tnhquiry In
community life

ORefram ng of what counts as Sscience

OSt udents encouraged to | earn about
science and to participate In
scientific inquiry

OStudents al so asked to question
scl ence and scientific research

1 1 ssues of excl usion
1 1 ssues of m srepresentation

1 1ssues related to history of ethics In
scientific research



Producti ve Directl ons

| N Resear ch

OUnder st and nore about hori zont al
forme of | earning

OExam ne t he | anguage and
enbodi ed practices around | ol nt
activity

OAttend to the ways hybrid
practi ces support | earning

OSupport research that provides
better understandi ng of cultural
regularity and vari ance I n non-
dom nant conmunities



