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The Freight Analysis Framework (FAF) 
– Basic Objectives

Understand magnitude and geography of freight 
moving on the nation’s transportation system 
Develop tool to evaluate emerging congestion and 
capacity challenges related to freight
Support reauthorization policy analysis
Involved: 
Ø Synthesis of diverse data (BTS, Army Corps,                

Reebie Truck, Rail Waybill Sample, etc.)
Ø Working across the modes.
Ø Understanding emerging logistics and    

trade/transportation issues
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Freight by Mode, Moving within the 
U.S., 1998 – (15 Billion Tons, $9 Trillion)
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Red lines indicate Interstate Sections.  Blue lines indicate all other roads.
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Total Traffic Forecasts (domestic and 
international) by tons – 1998, 2010,2020
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Growth in VMT by Vehicle Type on the 
FAF Network, 1998 to 2020

VMT CAGR
1998 2010 2020 98 - 10 98 - 20

Passenger Car VMT 1,164,215      1,490,267      1,728,586      2.1% 1.8%

Non-FAF Truck VMT 80,703          125,906        164,159        3.8% 3.3%
FAF-Truck VMT 81,125          124,119        163,881        3.6% 3.2%
All Truck VMT 161,827        250,025        328,041        3.7% 3.3%
All Vehicle VMT 1,326,042      1,740,291      2,056,627      2.3% 2.0%
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Estimated Congestion on the NHS in 
2020.


