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Major Uses of National Health Data

ÅTrack progress in well-being

ÅIdentify major health problems

Å/ƻƳǇŀǊŜ ¦{ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ

ÅIdentify causal relationships
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Life Expectancy Trends in the United States, 1900-2004



Age-Adjusted Lung Cancer Incidence Rate, US Males



Age-Adjusted Lung Cancer Incidence Rate, US Females



5-year Relative Survival Rate, Prostate Cancer, US Males



5-year Relative Survival Rate, Breast Cancer, US Females



Trends in Obesity: United States 1971-2006



Mortality of Obese Individuals (BMI 30-35) Relative to Lower BMI (18.8-25)

Ages 50-70 (baseline)

Mehta 2009



Health insurance coverage among persons under 65 years of age: United States 
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Life Expectancy at Birth, by Country, 2006



Trends in Life Expectancy at Age 50, Males
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Trends in Life Expectancy at Age 50, Females

Glei et al. 2009



Percent of adults with access problems* in 

past year because of costs
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* Did not get medical care because of cost of doctorôs visit, skipped medical test, treatment, or follow-up because of 

cost, or did not fill Rx or skipped doses because of cost.

AUS=Australia; CAN=Canada; GER=Germany; NETH=Netherlands; NZ=New Zealand; UK=United Kingdom.

Data: 2005 and 2007 Commonwealth Fund International Health Policy Survey.

2005 2007

Source: Commonwealth Fund National Scorecard on U.S. Health System Performance, 2008
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Hypertension Prevalence by Country, Persons 35-64 Years

*Hypertension defined as a BP of 140/90mm Hg or higher or current use of antihypertensive medication.  

Source: Wolf-Maier, K., et al. (2003).
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Prevalence of raised cholesterol (>240mg/dl): Age 50-64

Males
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Percent of Population Over 65 Immunized 

Against Influenza in 2004

Garber, A. M. & Skinner, J. (2008) 



Preston and Ho 2009



Prevalence of obesity (BMI > 30): Age 50+

Males Females


