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Assessing Public Health 
Insurance Participation
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Office of Health Insurance Access was required to assess public 
health insurance participation in the community districts of 

New York City

A) The information they had was on current enrollment
• Medicaid, Child Health Plus, Family Health Plus

B) The information they needed was on EPHINEs 
Eligible for Public Health Insurance but Not Enrolled

– EPHINE information would help target outreach by city 
agencies
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Assessing public health insurance participation in the 
community districts of New York City

C) To obtain EPHINEs, we needed the Universe of Adults and 
Children Eligible for Public Health Insurance Programs

- Eligibility based on poverty measures for various family configurations:

Eligibility Thresholds for Family Health Plus, Adul ts 
in Thresholds without Children**

Single $10,212
Married Couple $13,692

Eligibility Thresholds for Family Health Plus -
Parents**

Family Size 1 $15,324
2 $20,544
3 $25,764
4 $30,984
5 $36,204
6 $41,424
7 $46,644
8 $51,864
9 $57,084

10 $62,304Eligibility Thresholds for Family Health Plus -
Nonparents**

Single                                                          $10,212



5

Public Health Insurance for those Under 65 years: Eligibles, 
Enrolled, & EPHINEs

Enrolled

EPHINE

2.17 million 
Enrolled

536,000 
EPHINE

Total Eligible for public health insurance: 2.71 mi llion

Source: 2000 Census and NYC Human Resources Administration
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Total = 322,000

Source: 2000 Census and NYC Human Resources Administration



7

Total = 214,000

Source: 2000 Census and NYC Human Resources Administration
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Not English
Proficient

23.5%
1,791,664
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English
proficient

24.4%
1,860,141

Speaks 
English
at home

52.2%
3,986,074

Speaks
language
other than

English
at home

47.8%
3,651,805

Source: 2006 American Community Survey
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Number Percent

Total LEP 1,791,664 100.0
Native-born 294,603 16.4
Foreign-born 1,497,061 83.6

Top LEP Languages
1 Spanish 910,264 50.8
2 Chinese/Cant./Mand. 256,613 14.3
3 Russian 121,104 6.8
4 Korean 53,281 3.0
5 Italian 41,132 2.3
6 French Creole 38,115 2.1
7 Bengali 30,500 1.7
8 Polish 27,261 1.5
9 French 26,130 1.5

10 Yiddish 24,875 1.4
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Source: 2006 AmericanCommunity Survey
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Bronx

Manhattan
Queens

Brooklyn

Staten
Island

Limited English Proficiency
50,000 or more

35,000 to 49,999

25,000 to 34,999

15,000 to 24,999

Less than 15,000

Source: 2005-2007 American Community Survey
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Less than High School
30,000 or more

25,000 to 29,999

20,000 to 24,999

15,000 to 19,999

Less than 15,000

Source: 2005-2007 American Community Survey
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Small Area Data Availability
Key Issues for Data Provision

• Data Disclosure: When does “fear” of 
disclosure compromise the data provision 
mission of a statistical agency?

• Sample Size of the American Community 
Survey: When will the Statistical System 
acknowledge that the sample needs to be larger 
for the survey to reach its full potential?


