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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

 //

-MARTIN CHALFIE



During  2019 ,  the  CHR  advocated  in  support  of  100  colleagues  in  the  Americas ,

Africa ,  Asia ,  Europe ,  and  the  Middle  East  suffering  serious  human  rights  abuses  as  a

consequence  of  their  professional  work  and  other  internationally  protected

activities .  Many  of  these  colleagues  were  targeted  in  connection  with  broader

attacks  on  medical  facil it ies  and  institutions  of  higher  education .  More  than  one

third  of  the  CHR ’s  cases  involved  Turkish  scientists ,  engineers ,  and  health

professionals ,  including  several  Turkish  scholars  who  faced  terrorism-related

charges  for  having  signed  a  petition  call ing  for  peace  in  the  country ’s  southeastern

region .  In  a  major  development ,  the  Turkish  Constitutional  Court  ruled  in  July  that

the  criminal  conviction  of  individuals  who  signed  the  “peace  petition ”  violated

their  right  to  freedom  of  expression .  The  Court ’s  decision  paved  the  way  for  the

acquittal  of  hundreds  of  scholars ,  including  colleagues  whom  the  CHR  has

supported ,  although  many  remain  unable  to  return  to  their  academic  positions .

Other  positive  developments ,  discussed  in  more  detail  in  the  pages  that  follow ,

include  the  release  from  detention  of :

 

-the  Vice  President  of  the  Sudanese  National  Academy  of  Sciences ,  Muntaser

Ibrahim ,  who  came  under  threat  as  part  of  a  crackdown  on  human  rights

under  the  former  President  of  Sudan ,  Omar  al-Bashir

 

- Iranian  computer  engineer  Azita  Rafizadeh ,  who  was  imprisoned  for  four

years  as  a  result  of  her  involvement ,  as  a  professor  and  administrator ,  with

the  Baha ’ i  Institute  for  Higher  Education ,  a  network  of  academics  organized

for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  university- level  education  to  Baha ’ i  students

 

-Cuban  physician  Eduardo  Cardet  Concepción ,  who  served  more  than  two

years  in  prison  for  promoting  democracy

 

The  Committee ’s  advocacy  in  support  of  these  and  other  individuals ,  conducted  behind

the  scenes ,  consisted  of  letters  of  appeal ,  private  petitions ,  meetings  with  government

officials ,  and  formal  submissions  to  human  rights  complaint  bodies .  Many  of  the  CHR ’s

1500  “Correspondents ”  (members  of  the  U .S .  National  Academies  who  have  elected  to

support  the  CHR ’s  work) ,  as  well  as  members  of  other  national  academies ,  contributed

to  these  advocacy  efforts .  

 

In  addition ,  the  CHR  and   Carnegie  Mellon  University  (CMU)  established  a  distance

fellowship  program  that  provides  at-risk  scholars  unable  to  pursue  their  teaching

and /or  research  with  access  to  online  l ibrary  resources  at  CMU ,  as  well  as  connections

with  CMU  scholars  in  their  f ields .  A  pilot  of  the  program  was  successfully  carried  out  in

2019  with  three  Turkish  scholars ,  and  the  CHR  is  presently  exploring  possibil it ies  for  its

expansion .
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ADVOCACY AND ASSISTANCE
CASE STATIST ICS
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ADVOCACY THROUGH INTERNATIONAL
HUMAN RIGHTS MECHANISMS
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CASE DEVELOPMENTS: TURKEY

//



 
Photo :  Courtesy  o f
Kubra  Go lge .
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CASE DEVELOPMENTS: IRAN

Azita Rafizadeh, with her son, shortly after her
release from prison.
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CASE DEVELOPMENTS: SUDAN

Photo :  The  Wor ld  Academy of  Sc iences

//

http://www7.nationalacademies.org/humanrights/CHR_195094.htm
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-01231-5


The detention of scientists and scholars for
the peaceful expression of their views

is contrary to the most fundamental
principles of international human rights,

and devastating for scientific research and
progress.

//

Photo: Hassan Baba, Sudanese National Academy of Sciences

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-01231-5


URGENT ONGOING CASES

//

mailto://%20chr@nas.edu


//



//



//

CHR-Carnegie Mellon University Distance Fellowship
Program



Dr.  Mary-Claire King ( left)  with Estel la  Carlotto
(r ight)  and Nel ida Gomez (center)  of  Argentina,  soon
after  introducing the detection of  mitochondrial
DNA dif ferences to the project  of  reunit ing famil ies .

AWARENESS RAISING ACTIVITIES

//

https://www7.nationalacademies.org/humanrights/CHR_191380.htm
https://www7.nationalacademies.org/humanrights/CHR_192855.htm
http://www7.nationalacademies.org/humanrights/CHR_196636.htm


Photo :  MacArthur  Foundat ion

//

The need to locate the remains of and
find out what has happened to a loved

one in itself demonstrates an
inherent denial of human rights. Our

team promotes the rights to truth and
justice in particular, as the evidence we

collect can be used to identify the
remains of a victim and to

determine their cause and manner of
death.

https://www7.nationalacademies.org/humanrights/CHR_191884.htm


Photo :  Bahram S intash
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THE RELEVANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN A DIGITAL WORLD

Photo: Cable Risdon/Risdon Photography

https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/10-18-2019/docs/DF1FA083F4A36FF54243627C4AF9364E8C45D27C7F22
https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/10-18-2019/human-rights-and-digital-technologies-a-symposium-of-scholars-and-practitioners
https://www.nae.edu/File.aspx?id=221135#page=95
https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/09-19-2019/human-rights-and-digital-technologies-workshop
https://www7.nationalacademies.org/humanrights/cs/groups/chrsite/documents/webpage/chr_195451.pdf
https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/10-18-2019/human-rights-and-digital-technologies-a-symposium-of-scholars-and-practitioners
https://vimeo.com/showcase/6323360/video/362853501


Human Rights
and Digital Technologies

Rights, Discrimination, and Artificial Intelligence 
Kristian Lum, Rashida Richardson, Eileen Donahoe,
and Mark Latonero

Contemporary and Emerging Challenges: Digital
Technologies and Human Rights
Shanthi Kalathil, Alexa Koenig, and Ron Deibert

//

Photos: Cable Risdon/Risdon Photography



INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS NETWORK

The  Hungar ian  Academy of  Sc iences

o f  A c a d e m i e s  a n d  S c h o l a r l y  S o c i e t i e s

//

https://www.internationalhrnetwork.org/
https://www.internationalhrnetwork.org/uploads/9/9/6/8/99681624/h.r._network_statement_on_sudan_3.15.19.pdf
https://www.internationalhrnetwork.org/uploads/9/9/6/8/99681624/h.r._network_executive_committee_statement_on_hungary.pdf


The  IHRN  also  raises  global  awareness  about  the  connections  between  human  rights  and

science ,  engineering ,  and  medicine .  To  date ,  the  IHRN  has  held  13  biennial  meetings

around  the  world  to  provide  an  opportunity  for  academy  members  to  explore  topical

science  and  human  rights  themes  and  to  share  information  and  strategies  on  matters  of

human  rights  concern .  The  next  meeting  of  the  IHRN  will  be  hosted  by  the  Academy  of

Science  of  South  Africa  (ASSAf)  in  Pretoria ,  South  Africa  on  December  8-9 ,  2020  and  will

focus  the  use  of  human  rights  l it igation  and  advocacy  to  address  health  disparities .

 

In  2019 ,  several  academies  participating  in  the  IHRN  hosted  events  of  their  own  to

explore  pressing  human  rights  issues .  In  September  the  Norwegian  Academy  of  Science

and  Letters   organized  an  international  conference  on  Research  and  Human  Rights ,

which  brought  together  scholars  from  various  disciplines  to  examine  situations  in  which

academic  freedom  is  under  attack .  The  conference  highlighted  the  importance  of

incorporating  a  human  rights  perspective  into  academic  research ,  in  order  to  enhance

research  results  and  enable  more  responsible  solutions  to  pressing  societal  challenges .

A  book  featuring  essays  from  the  conference  speakers  will  be  released  next  year .  

 

Also  in  September ,  the  French  Academy  of  Sciences  hosted  and  co-organized ,  together

with  the  Human  Rights  Committee  of  the  German  National  Academy  of  Sciences

Leopoldina ,  a  symposium  on  the  right  to  education ,  which  is  enshrined  in  the  1948

Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights .  The  symposium  was  the  8th  in  a  series  of

symposia  on  “Human  Rights  and  Science” ,  which  the  Leopoldina ’s  Human  Rights

Committee  has  held  since  2010  with  representatives  of  European  academies  and  the

wider  European  scientif ic  community .  

21

Part ic ipants  in  the  September  2019 human r ights  sympos ium co-organ ized  by  the
French  Academy of  Sc iences  and  the  German Nat iona l  Academy of  Sc iences  Leopo ld ina .
Photo :  © German Nat iona l  Academy of  Sc iences  Leopo ld ina

YEAR IN REVIEW //

http://english.dnva.no/
https://www.dnva.no/detskjer/2019/09/research-and-human-rights
https://www.academie-sciences.fr/en/Public-sessions/human-rights-scientific-education.html
https://www.leopoldina.org/en/international/science-diplomacy/hrc/
https://www.leopoldina.org/fileadmin/redaktion/Veranstaltungen/Symposien/2019_09_11_FLYER_HRC-Symposium.pdf


T h e  s u p p o r t  o f  m y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o l l e a g u e s ,  a n d  o f  t h e
a c a d e m i c  c o m m u n i t y  a c r o s s  t h e  w o r l d ,  h a s  b e e n
i n v a l u a b l e  i n  s e c u r i n g  m y  f r e e d o m …

CHR  AT A  GLANCE
The  infographics  below  provide  a  professional  and  regional  breakdown  of

the  CHR 's  current*  and  resolved  cases .  Click  on  the  images  below   to  view

enlarged  infographics .

*as  of  December  2019

F O R M E R L Y  I M P R I S O N E D  M E D I C A L  D O C T O R
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https://www.nationalacademies.org/_cache_453e/content/chr_198149-4885770000153187.pdf
https://www.nationalacademies.org/_cache_453e/content/chr_198150-4885770000153185.pdf
https://www.nationalacademies.org/documents/link/web?IdcService=GET_FILE&dLinkID=LDF2DC4200F5D3F76B80654DDDF1E1E258B8CEB64FBC&item=fFileGUID:D0C9289F030603E9E1E2036BA09F86816324441C79E7&scsOriginalFileName=2019+Health+Professionals+Infographic.pdf


The  Committee  on  Human  Rights  (CHR ) ,  created  by  members  of  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences  (NAS )  in

1976 ,  is  a  standing  membership  committee  of  the  NAS ,  National  Academy  of  Engineering  (NAE ) ,  and  National

Academy  of  Medicine  (NAM ) .  The  CHR  is  composed  of  15  members  drawn  from  the  three  Academies  and

appointed  by  the  Academies ’  presidents ,  including  the  foreign  secretaries  of  the  NAS ,  NAE ,  and  NAM  who

serve  as  ex  off icio  members .

 

The  Committee  advocates  in  support  of  scientists ,  engineers ,  and  health  professionals  subjected  to  serious

human  r ights  abuses  worldwide ,  including  in  the  United  States ,  with  a  focus  on  individuals  targeted  for  their

professional  activit ies  and /or  for  having  exercised  the  universally  protected  r ight  to  freedom  of  expression ,

which  provides  a  crucial  foundation  for  scientif ic  research  and  progress .  CHR  cases  involve  long-term

arbitrary  detention ,  gross  violations  of  the  r ight  to  fair  tr ial ,  withdrawal  of  citizenship  without  due  process ,

torture ,  and  disappearance ,  among  other  serious  violations  of  international  human  r ights  law .  Alongside  the

CHR ’s  advocacy ,  the  Committee  provides  assistance  to  professional  colleagues  under  threat  by  l inking  them

to  the  wider  international  scientif ic  community  and  to  organizations  that  provide  pro  bono  legal  support  and

other  services .

 

CHR  members ,  and  other  members  of  the  Academies ,  play  a  distinctive  and  influential  advocacy  role  as

globally  respected  individuals  expressing  solidarity  with  colleagues  under  threat .  Nearly  1 ,500  members  of

the  three  Academies  are  CHR  Correspondents ,  many  of  whom  regularly  take  action  on  urgent  human  r ights

cases .

 

The  CHR  also  raises  awareness  concerning  the  l inks  between  science ,  technology ,  health ,  and  human  r ights ,

including  through  symposia ,  workshops ,  and  briefings  for  Academy  members .  The  CHR  serves  as  the

Secretariat  of  the  International  Human  Rights  Network  of  Academies  and  Scholarly  Societies  ( IHRN ) ,  which

brings  together  more  than  90  academies  and  scholarly  societies  to  address  shared  science  and  human  r ights

concerns .
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ABOUT US

OUR MEMBERSHIP
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Michael Katz
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Texas A&M University
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Technology
 
James M. Tien
NAE Foreign Secretary

Chris Beyrer
Johns Hopkins University
 
John Carlson
Yale University
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Research Institute / University
of Costa Rica
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YEAR IN REVIEW //



BECOME A  CHR CORRESPONDENT

SUBCRIBE  TO OUR MAIL ING L IST

SUPPORT US

HOW YOU CAN HELP

mailto://chr@nas.edu
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/3923456/CHR-Correspondent-Sign-Up
http://eepurl.com/gWCkZj
http://eepurl.com/gWCkZj
https://www8.nationalacademies.org/AcademyGiving/nas/nasform.aspx
http://www.nationalacademies.org/humanrights



